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DR. AMBEDKAR MEMORIAL LECTURE - 14TH APRIL 2026

On the auspicious occasion of the 136th Birth Anniversary of Bharat Ratna Dr.
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC), New
Delhi, organized the Second Dr. Ambedkar Memorial Lecture on 14th April 2026
at the Bhim Auditorium. The event witnessed the participation of distinguished
dignitaries, scholars, policymakers, students, and members of the public, reflecting a
shared commitment to Dr. Ambedkar’s enduring ideals of justice, equality, and
constitutional morality.

The Memorial Lecture, titled “Dr. Ambedkar as a Nation Builder: Pathways
Towards Viksit Bharat,” was delivered by the Hon’ble Vice President of India, Shri
C. P. Radhakrishnan, who graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.

The programme commenced with a floral tribute to Bharat Ratna Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar at the Atrium of the Centre, symbolizing reverence to his unparalleled
legacy. This was followed by the National Song and National Anthem performed
by the Police Band, and the ceremonial lighting of the lamp, marking the formal
inauguration of the event.

The programme was presided over by eminent dignitaries including Dr. Virendra
Kumar, Hon’ble Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, and Shri Sudhansh
Pant, Secretary, Department of Social Justice and Empowerment. The event was
hosted by Col. Akash Patil, Director, Dr. Ambedkar International Centre.

Delivering the welcome speech, Shri Sudhansh Pant highlighted the continued
relevance of Dr. Ambedkar’s vision in contemporary India, particularly emphasizing
constitutional morality, inclusive development, and social justice as guiding
principles for governance and nation-building.

In his speech, Dr. Virendra Kumar underscored the monumental contribution of
Dr. Ambedkar in shaping India’s democratic and constitutional framework. He
emphasized that Dr. Ambedkar’s vision ensured justice, dignity, and equal
opportunities for all sections of society, particularly the marginalized and
underprivileged.

The highlight of the programme was the Memorial Lecture delivered by the
Hon’ble Vice President of India, Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan. In his address, the
Hon’ble Vice President eloquently articulated Dr. Ambedkar’s role as the chief



architect of the Indian Constitution and a visionary nation builder whose ideas
continue to guide India’s democratic journey. He emphasized that the Constitution of
India stands as one of the most comprehensive democratic frameworks, rooted in the
principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity.

The Hon’ble Vice President highlighted that Dr. Ambedkar firmly believed in
education as the most powerful instrument of social transformation, stressing
that true empowerment begins with knowledge and awareness.

He further noted that Dr. Ambedkar dedicated his life to the eradication of social
inequalities, caste discrimination, and untouchability, and worked tirelessly to
secure justice and dignity for marginalized communities. Emphasizing the
importance of democratic values, he observed that dialogue, debate, and
constructive discussion are essential for the effective functioning of democratic
institutions.

The Hon’ble Vice President also reflected on Dr. Ambedkar’s contributions toward
women’s empowerment and social reform, stating that societal progress must be
measured by the advancement of women and marginalized sections.

Highlighting the vision of a “Viksit Bharat”, he stressed that nation-building
requires sustained focus on education, discipline, inclusivity, and ethical
governance, aligned with the constitutional values envisioned by Dr. Ambedkar. He
called upon the youth to imbibe these principles and contribute actively to building a
just and equitable society.

The Memorial Lecture series at DAIC continues to serve as an important platform for
fostering dialogue on constitutional values, social justice, and inclusive
development, while commemorating the life and legacy of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.
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VP Radhakrishnan Delivers Ambedkar Memorial Lecture,
Calls for Inclusive Pathways to Viksit Bharat
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Emphasizing the enduring relevance of constitutional values in shaping India's future, Vice-
President Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan delivered the 2nd Dr. Ambedkar Memorial Lecture on the
theme "Dr. Ambedkar as a Nation Builder: Pathways Towards Viksit Bharat” at the Dr. Ambedkar
International Centre.

The address, delivered on the occasion of Dr B.R. Ambedkar's birth anniversary, highlighted the
architect of the Constitution as a guiding force for India’s journey toward becoming a
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Conclusion

The Second Dr. Ambedkar Memorial Lecture reaffirmed the timeless relevance of
Dr. Ambedkar’s vision in shaping India’s democratic and social fabric. The event not
only paid tribute to his legacy but also provided a meaningful platform for reflection
on the pathways towards an inclusive, equitable, and developed India. Through
insightful deliberations and participation from diverse stakeholders, the lecture
inspired renewed commitment to the ideals of justice, liberty, equality, and
fraternity, which continue to guide the nation’s progress.



