
Post-Event Report 

Panel Discussion: “Transgender: Journeys Unveiled”, 03 December, 2025 

A thought-provoking panel discussion titled “Transgender: Journeys Unveiled” 

was held at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC) on 03 December 

2025, bringing together community leaders, policymakers, students, and activists 

for an in-depth conversation on transgender rights, lived experiences and the 

future of inclusion in India. The event witnessed strong participation from all 

stakeholders and served as a platform for sharing experiences and recommending 

changes for societal benefit. 

The session began with a welcome address by Col. Akash Patil, Director of 

DAIC, who highlighted the Centre’s efforts to contribute to India's socio-

economic transformation through academic research. He stated the intention to 

translate the panel’s insights into actionable reports for relevant government 

departments dealing with transgender issues. 

The panel featured three distinguished speakers. 

1. Dr. Amarendra Khatua 

Former Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, former Director General, Indian 

Council for Cultural Relations and the Director of the Millennial India 

International Chamber of Commerce Industry & Agriculture 

2. Abhina Aher 

Member, National Council for Transgender Persons (NCTP) and Founder of 

TWEET Foundation 

3. Rudrani Chettri 

Founder of Mitr Trust and a nationally renowned transgender rights advocate 

The panel opened with reflections on the Transgender Persons (Protection of 

Rights) Act, 2019 – tracing the long journey since the landmark Supreme Court 

judgment in NALSA vs Union of India in 2014 which lent recognition to 

transgender persons as a legal “third gender”, affirming their fundamental rights 

under the Indian Constitution.  

Abhina Aher situated the Act within a broader legal and social trajectory, 

recalling how the NALSA ruling highlighted the need for mainstreaming 

transgender persons and organising awareness campaigns to reduce stigma. She 

also stressed the ongoing need to sensitise society and ensure that the transgender 

community understands the provisions of the 2019 Act. Building on this, Rudrani 



Chettri described legislations as merely a “skeleton,” and that it is society that 

must provide the “flesh and blood” to make it meaningful—an analogy 

highlighting the urgency of public awareness and social acceptance. Adding a 

policy-oriented perspective, Ambassador Khatua noted that India’s vast socio-

economic diversity may make inclusion challenging; however, there is still a need 

to create employment opportunities and develop old-age support systems for 

transgender persons. 

When discussing the right age to sensitise students on gender identity, 

Ambassador Khatua pointed to the National Education Policy and suggested that 

meaningful sensitisation should begin around ages 13–14, when young people 

start developing a clearer sense of identity. Ms. Rudrani, however, offered a 

different perspective and said that there is no single “right age,” and emphasised 

that even younger children can be taught to respect and accept gender diversity. 

The panel agreed that early, age-appropriate education plays a crucial role in 

normalising diversity right from the outset. 

Moving forward, Ms. Rudrani traced the origins of Community-Based 

Organisations (CBOs) such as the Mitr Trust to the period before the 

decriminalisation of Section 377, when LGBTQ+ individuals did not have many 

safe spaces. She highlighted how CBOs emerged as vital lifelines, offering 

family-like support and shelter for vulnerable transgender youth. Adding on to 

the discussion, Ms. Abhina Aher discussed the progress made by the National 

Council for Transgender Persons (NCTP). The panel proceeded to answer queries 

of students, activists and policy persons and concluded with collective action for 

the genuine inclusion and progress of transgender persons. 
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Khadi Cultural Show Supporting the Transgender Community 

The Fashion Cultural Show Presenting Khadi titled “We The People - 

Walk of Dignity” was held on 3rd December 2025 at Bhim Hall, Dr. Ambedkar 

International Centre (DAIC) in collaboration with designer Rosy Ahluwalia. The 

event celebrated inclusivity, dignity and empowerment, placing transgender 

models at the centre of the showcase. The show received an overwhelming 

response from the audience, who applauded the initiative and its powerful social 

message. 

The programme commenced with a warm welcome by Emcee Gopika 

Kalra. Col. Akash Patil addressed the gathering with his vision statement under 

the banner “We The People,” setting the tone for the evening with a message of 

unity, equality and constitutional values. 

A highlight of the show was the presentation of five fashion looks inspired 

by the life and journey of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, narrated beautifully by Show 

Director Rachna, weaving history, aesthetics and storytelling. This was followed 

by a soulful musical performance by Sreeju Premranjan, adding vibrancy and 

emotional depth to the event. 

The felicitation ceremony honoured the dignitaries present, led by Col. 

Akash Patil and renowned designer Rosy Ahluwalia, whose commitment to 

Khadi and inclusive fashion was also reflected in her brief but impactful address 

on supporting the transgender community. 

The Khadi Cultural Show featured transgender participants walking the 

ramp, wearing Khadi symbolising dignity, representation and empowerment. The 

finale walk brought all participants together on stage, celebrating diversity and 

the spirit of inclusion. 

The event drew an impressive and engaged audience that included eminent 

personalities, the Director of NIFT Delhi, senior ministerial officials, and a large 

gathering of fashion students from NIFT, Pearl Academy, and other prestigious 

institutes. Their presence added academic and institutional significance to the 

event and highlighted the growing importance of inclusive fashion in mainstream 

education. 

The show received strong media coverage, with several journalists and 

photographers capturing the powerful visuals and impactful messaging of the 

evening, further amplifying its reach and resonance. 

The programme concluded with a heartfelt Vote of Thanks by Col. Akash 

Patil, acknowledging all collaborators, participants and supporters who 



contributed to making the “Walk of Dignity” a memorable and meaningful 

initiative. 

Overall, “We The People - Walk of Dignity” stood out as a culturally rich, 

socially relevant, and beautifully curated event that celebrated Khadi, honoured 

Dr. Ambedkar’s ideals and championed the representation of the transgender 

community with dignity and pride. 
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